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In an aﬂmg economy, music and the
arts are usually the first to take hits. But
one Scottsdale resident is trying tokeep .
music alive in the Northeast Valley.
John Largay has long been a champion
of music in the Valley. He operned the
Compound Grill late last year, featuri g
Southwestern- cuisine “and live music
seven days a week. He also is the creator
of the McDoweii Mountain Musxc Fes-
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The festival has been'a mmnstay at
Scottsdale 3 WestWorId every spring. But ¢
this year Largay is downsizing, moving’
the festival to the thé Compound Grill’

grounds off 68th Street and Mayo Boule
vard, near the Scottsdale/Phoemx hrmts
“The decision was strictly economics,

Largdy said. “WestWorld has been great,

but festivals are expensive to underwrite
and our mission is raising money for fan-

ily-based charities. We didn’t want to risk .

our donauon 50 We, reduced our cost.”

- Since its creation six years ago, the fes-
tival has raised miore than $500,000. It . “Ikne
‘to support culture, community and music

usually draws about 8,000 fans over two

days. This year the: festwal will be held

over three days, with Largay expecting to
draw 6,000 and raise $100,000. -
- Ht will benefit Phoenix,

Candy, a 11on—proﬁt devot

This year rhe'ba_nds mlght nﬁt have as

.much name recognition as-past acts, but’
making the Compound Grill part of. the
festival will add:a new elerent, he said.

“The infrastructure of the Compound
educes the cost si mificantly, plus it adds

aid. “If p

‘the restaurant ot the restrooms it’s great.

Our acoustical stage will be inside and so
will the drum circle. Plus we can play an
after-hours show from 11 p.auto 2 am. in-
side, where at WestWorld we had to shut

-‘-;Compound Griil ownar John Lajgay -
-(second from left), has made it his focus
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. tonary; and more consu,ient basm Phls
keep it going and1 think people will have -
{2 great time pa ,c&panng,” Largay said.
“We have had apretty good reputatlon on -
| entertaining.”

cﬂ:ty to the festival” Largay
1o come in and use’
| :Saturday and’ Sunday brunch crowd
wanting leisire time. with friends and
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o bring music fo the Northeast Valley. .

*The festival and the Compound Grﬂl

- are'strands in the fabric of Scottsdale that
‘Largay considers very 1mportant ~seul-

ture, Lommumty and music, He sa1d the

: festwal serves its purpose, but the Com-
‘pound Grille takes it to the next step.

“Iknewwhen I started the festival that -
it was going to. have to happen on a con-*
tinual basis, week in and week out, year to
year and not just once a year like the fes- -
tival, The _festlval does a great. Job of

the Compound gets to add both stidcture

“and food to the niix, which has been fun.

The venue offers different musical

- genres every day including jazz onTaes-

days, blues on Wednesdays and folk .on
Thursdays. Fridays and Saturdays are
usually reserved for touring acts. Largay

said that since opening, the Compound
Grill has been well supported.

“From the business community com-

Jing to lunch, to our Friday and Saturday

rowd coming for.a good party, to our

family,” Largay said; “it's ‘a place where
people can not only come together and

.break bread, but also take in some music,”



